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Meade Memorial Episcopal Church, Parish  

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Morning Prayer Rite II, May 02, 2021 Time: 10AM 

 

(Recorded Service) Welcome! Our worship continues online during the COVID-19 

pandemic season. We are grateful to God for keeping us alive, for the blessings of life, 

and the privilege of worship and fellowship with others. With All, who are seeking for 

meaning and comfort in this strange and challenging time, we offer healing prayers to 

God especially for Kate Clayborn, Gwen Black, Harriet King Duncan, Saunders Miller, 

Denise Brown, Lelia Crowders, John Lewis; John Schnick. We offer thanksgiving prayer 

for our spiritual leaders and the president. We welcome all who are worshiping with us 

for the first time. We remember Duante Wright, Georgy Floyd, Mary Ward, Henry L 

Lives Jr., Margaret Chisley, and all who have died.   

The service is printed in this bulletin and can also be found in the Book of Common Prayer, beginning on page 76. 

Hymn: Jesus Lives Thy Terrors Now             Hymnal 1982 #194  

 

Opening Invitation to worship: 
8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9) 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And with your Spirit 

Confession of Sin 

The Officiant says to the people. 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 

heavenly Father, to set forth His praise, to hear His Holy Word, and to ask, for 

ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life 

and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to 

worship him, let us in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess 

our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

Silence 

Officiant and People together 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
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left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Absolution  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

The Liturgy of The Word 

First Lesson: Acts 8:26-40      Gloria Ward Lewis 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 

road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So 

he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of 

the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 

come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, 

he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to 

this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 

prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He 

replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get 

in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 

was this:  
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“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  

and like a lamb silent before its shearer,  

so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him.  

Who can describe his generation?  

For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 

this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and 

starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 

As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 

said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He 

commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 

down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 

water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 

more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and 

as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the 

towns until he came to Caesarea. 

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high  

 

Reader: Hear What the Spirit is saying to the Church  

People: Thanks be to God.               

 

Psalm: Psalm 22:24-30                                 Charles Hoffman  

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 

"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 

he rules over the nations. 
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28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; 

my descendants shall serve him; * 

they shall be known as the Lord’s forever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Second Lesson 1 John 4:7-21                          Becky Livas 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 

God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent 

his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, 

not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 

love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives 

in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 

his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as 

the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son 

of God, and they abide in God. So, we have known and believe the love that 

God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 

them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness 

on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no 

fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, 

and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first 

loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are 

liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, 
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cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from 

him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today, Alleluia       Hymnal 1982 #207 

 

The Gospel: John 15:1-8                            Fr. Asonye+ 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine 

grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that 

bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 

you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 

branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 

much fruit and become my disciples.”  

The Sermon:  The Very Rev. Collins Asonye 

 

Officiant and People together  

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 

to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 
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Catholic Church, the communion of saints, and the forgiveness of sins 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also, with you. 

Suffrages A                        Angela King                  

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  

R.    And grant us your salvation.  

V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  

R.    Let your people sing with joy.  

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  

R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  

R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  

R.    Your saving health among all nations.  

V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  

R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  

R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  

Pray for those on the Parish Prayer List                      Deborah Daniel 

 

Then the following Collects 

 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter         Dr. Robert Johnson 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to 

know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 

steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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A Collect for Sundays                                                  Michael Brown  

O God, you make us glad about the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our 

worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Collect for the Renewal of Life                  Donna Ramsey 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns 

the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, 

incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; 

that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when 

night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Peace                             Dr. Ernest Ogbozor 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life 

and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all 

assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear 

the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

A Collect for Grace                       Rose Royster 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to 

this new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into 

sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling 

of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

A Collect for Guidance                                              Cris Abed      

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly 

pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares 

and occupations of our life we may not forget you but may remember that we 

are ever walking in your sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A Collect for Protection                                             Nadine Goff  

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 

nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as 

our ruler and guide, we may so pass-through things temporal, that we lose not 

the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer for the Poor and the Neglected                                 Mildred Akpan 

Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and 

neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and 

the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them. 

Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow 

into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became 

poor, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer for the Oppressed                    Angela Patterson 

Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with 

injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy 

upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen 

those who spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal 

opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion 

of the riches of this land, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Prayer for Cities of the Earth                                 Paula Price 

Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City to 

which the nations of the world bring their glory: Behold and visit, we pray, the 

cities of the earth. Renew the ties of mutual regard which form our civic life. 

Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate poverty, prejudice, 

and oppression that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with 

order, and that men and women from different cultures and with differing 

talents may find with one another the fulfillment of their humanity; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Prayer for Clergy and People                   Dr. Cossette Livas  

Almighty and everlasting God, from whom cometh every good and perfect 

gift: Send down upon our bishops (Susan, Brooke, Porter), our rector Fr. 

Asonye and other clergy, and upon the congregations committed to their 

charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and, that they may truly please thee, 

pour upon them the continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the 

honor of our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Prayers for mission          Prof Lelia Crowders      

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your 

faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and 

prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that 

in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Officiant and People 

The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  

for all your goodness and loving-kindness  

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation,  

and all the blessings of this life;  

but above all for your immeasurable love  

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  

not only with our lips, but in our lives,  

by giving up ourselves to your service,  

and by walking before you  
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in holiness and righteousness all our days;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom                     Fr. Asonye+ 

   Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 

will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 

in the age to come life everlasting. Amen 

Officiant Alleluia, alleluia, let us bless the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Benediction: 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and 

in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your minds 

in the knowledge and the love of God and of His Son Jesus Christ. And may 

the blessing of God, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit be with you now and 

always. Amen. 

Adult Forum:  
 

Prayer for our Country                         A Prayer of St. Francis  

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us 

sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; 

where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is 

darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so 

much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to 
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understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is 

in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

Important Announcement: 

• Wednesday Worship and Bible Study 05/05/2021 @8PM. 

• Mother’s Day is May 9, 2021 – Holy Communion. 

• Adult Forum:  

• We are grateful to God for all your generosity. Thank you for your 

pledge, offering and donations of items.  

• Fr. Asonye has been appointed by the Bishop to R-1Task Force. The 

Task Force has 5 months to deliver its report for the General 

Convention.  

• Meade Parking Lot is in bad shape - We need financial donation to fix it. 

 
 

 

 

 


